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E:J Re:  Complaint Against Mike Ross for Congress Committee, W.
o Herman Brown as Treasurer
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Dear Mr. Noble: >3 i3
2R23
The National Republican Congressmnal Committee, by and through its General '\'\,’ -::?;‘: m
Counsel, hereby brings this complaint pursuant to, 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(1) against Mike r’;'é' m3
Ross for Congress Committee and W. Herman Brown as Treasurer. The National = 573
Republican Congressional Committee is located at 320 First Street, S.E., Washington, g" - =

D.C. 20003.

L VIOLATIONS

2

Mike Ross is a Democrat candidate for United States Congress from the 4
district of Arkansas. His campaign committee is Mike Ross for Congress. The Democrat
Congressmnal Campaign Committee has contributed $14,500 to Ross for this election

cycle:
e $4,500 on June 12, 2000 for the May 23, 2000 primary election
e $5,000 on June 13, 2000 for the June 13, 2000 runoff election

e §5,000 on September 18, 2000 for the general election
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Interestingly, Ross was involved in a four-way primary, which resulted in a runoff
election on June 13, 2000. In its self-proclaimed effort to remain “neutral,” it would
appear that the DCCC purposefully waited until the very last minute to contribute to a
Democrat candidate in this race. In fact, the DCCC waited until the very day of the
runoff to contribute $5,000, its limit for the runoff election, to Ross. In attempt to
circumvent the contribution limits and yet remain politically neutral, the DCCC waited
until twenty days after the primary to make the $4,500 contribution to Ross for the
primary election.

Under Commission regulations, a contribution designated for the primary
election, but made after the election, is acceptable only to the extent that the campaign
has net debts outstanding. 11 C.F.R. § 110.3(i), (iii). As of May 24, 2000, Ross’s pre-
runoff report lists $27,102.03 cash on hand and only $15,000 in debt, leaving him with a
surplus of $12,102.03; therefore, Ross would be prohibited from accepting contributions
for debt retirement.

Ross’s July quarterly report states the date of the contribution was June 12, 2000,
twenty (20) days after the primary election. If the contribution were made before the
primary election, he would have been required to either list it on his pre-primary report or
file a 48-hour notice with the Commission. The contribution, however, was not received
until afier the primary, and as such, Ross should be required to refund the contribution.
Additionally, the Commission has requested on no less than two separate occasions that
Ross explain his acceptance of designated contributions after the primary election; thus,
one can only conclude these violations are knowing and willful.

Perhaps most troubling about Ross’ attempt to funnel excessive funds into his
campaign coffers is that he has claimed to be in favor of campaign finance “reform.” It is
the height of hypocrisy to claim to be for “reform” while not following the current laws.
Ross has absolutely no credibility on this issue, and ought to learn to follow the current
law before casting aspersions on others.

I CONCLUSION

For these reasohs, and based upon the foregoing, the National Republican
Congressional Committee respectfully requests that the Commission find reason to
believe that Federal law has been violated and institute appropriate legal action.
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The foregoing is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information

and belief.
Respectfully submitted,
Donald F. McGahn II
District of Columbia

Signed and sworn to before me this
‘LS day of October, 2000.

M0 /Qo&

Notary Public—" _
My Commission expires Holry Pubkc
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-

WASHING LDIM L0.0 R81nd
Oetober 5, 2000

- W. Herman Brown, Treasurer
Mike Ross for Congress Committes
P.O. Box 360

. Preseott, AR 71857

 Identification Number: C00345710

Reference: July Quarterly Report (5/25/00-6/30/00)

5 " Dear Mr. Brown:

& On September 12, 2000, you were noﬁﬁed that a review of the above-relerenced
% report(s) raised questions as to specific contributions and/or capenditures, and the
b repotting of certain information required by the Federal Election Campaign Act,

Your September 20 and Scptember 29, 2000 responses are incomplete because you
have not provided all the requested information. For these responses to be considered
adequate, the following information is still required.

Srhedule A nf ymr wmport dischnses conmibitions eesivel aller the
primary election and mnaff elections which ara designated for the primary
and minoff election. These contributions may be accepicd (o the cxatent thal
the comemittce hus nel debls vutstanding from the primary and mneff
cleclions. {L1 CFR §110.1(b)(3)())

A conhurtlon is considered 10 be made when the coniributor relinquishes
control over the contribution. A cootributor shall be considered to have
relinquished control over the contribution when it is delivered w0 the
eandidate, when it is delivered to pn authorized commilice of Lhe condidate,
or to an agent of an authorized conmnittee of the candidate. A contribution
that is mailed to any of the aforementioned recipients will be considered to
have been made on the date of the postmark. Envelopes should be retained
for the committee's records. (11 CFR §110.1(b)}{6))

If the contribution(s) accepted exceeds the amount of net debts culstanding
from the primary and runoff elections, you sheuld refund the contribution(s)
or seek redesignation of the contribution(s), in writing, from the contributor

http://herndon1.sdrdc.com/cgi-bin/fecimgif/0/C00345710/20036083892/20036083892/91/1 ../ 10/24/00
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A ‘

to the next election. The Commigsion shouid be notified if a refund is
necessary. Kefunds are reported on Line 20 of the Detailed Summuary Page
and on a supporting Schedule B of the report covering the period during
which the refund is made. Redesignations arc reported as memo entries on
a Schedule A of the report covering the period in which the authorization
for the redesignation is received. (11 CFR §104.8(d)(2))

iy
=i

Although the Commission may take further legal action, prompt action by
you to refund or seek redesignation of the excessive amouni(s) will he

mzasl!

Ang

o considered.

'8

A An adequate response must be received at the Commission by QOctober 25, 2000.

Tfj; Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into consideration in

5; " determining whether audit action will be initiated. Requests for extensions of time io
s - which te respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an adequate response by

o * this date may result in an audit of the committee. Failure to comply with the provisions of

& the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the committee. Any response
] submitted by your committee will be placed on the public record and will be considered

e by the Commisgicm pritar o Lakimy enfurcement action.

If you should have any questions related to this matter, please contact Stephen M.
Kronfeld on our toll-free number {R00) 424-9530 {at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to
reach the Reports Analysis Division) or our local number (202) 694-1130.

1

Sincerely,

2 7

Johm D. Gibson
. Assistant Staff Divector
473 - Reports Analysie Division

http://herndonl.sdrdc.com/cgi-bin/fecimgif/0/C00345710/20036083893/20036083892/91/1.../ 10/24/00



